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Preface

Cantare amantis est. 
Singing belongs to the one who loves.

St. Augustine, Sermon 336

Throughout salvation history, across the centuries and on into the future, song rises from loving 
hearts. Sacred music begins in a quiet attentiveness of heart and takes shape in spaces ordained 
for listening – places where stone, silence, and sound work together to the glory of God’s Word. 
In such spaces, light filters gradually, voices resonate and fade, and prayer abides beyond the final 
note. From this listening Church the tradition of chant was born, allowing Scripture to be heard 
as it unfolds in melody, breath, intention, and stillness.

The psalms are the Church’s prayer. As they embrace the total range of human experience – praise 
and lament, trust and longing, joy and repentance – they accompany the faithful through every 
season of the liturgical year. Held in common along this journey, the one Word unites every voice 
of the global faithful in sung prayer.

In singing responsorial psalms, the text always has primacy. The verses are meant to be proclaimed 
at a natural pace, guided by meaning rather than meter. Cantors are invited to sing freely and 
with flexibility, allowing the words themselves to determine the rhythm and flow. The notation 
is offered as a support and a vessel for the text, never as a constraint. When the word is allowed to 
lead, the music serves its truest purpose: to carry the message clearly and prayerfully.

Each response is designed to invite shared participation from the worshipping assembly, uniting 
cantor, choir, and congregation in prayer common to all. In this way, the responsorial psalm 
fulfills its role as “an integral part of the Liturgy of the Word [which] holds great liturgical and 
pastoral importance, because it fosters meditation on the word of God” (GIRM, 61). 

This collection is offered in the hope that the Church may sing her prayer in humility, beauty, and 
trust, and that musicians may give voice to their jubilum – the “exultation which flows from hearts 
overflowing with the joy of grace” (Leo XIV).
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Response

Exuberant!
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November 30, 2025

First Sunday of Advent

Psalm 122: 1-2, 3-4, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9
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Response

As a river flows

q = 56

4. May his name be

2. Justice shall flower
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December 7, 2025

Second Sunday of Advent

Psalm 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17
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Response

In pure rejoicing

q. = 42

1. Sing to the LORD a
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Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary

December 8, 2025

Psalm 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4
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Response (or: Alleluia)

2. The LORD gives sight to the
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December 14, 2025

Third Sunday of Advent

Psalm 146:6-7, 8-9, 9-10
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Response

With exultant grandeur
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Psalm 24:1-2, 3-4, 5-6

Fourth Sunday of Advent

December 21, 2025
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Joyfully flowing
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The Nativity of the Lord (Christmas) Vigil Mass

Psalm 89:4-5, 16-17, 27, 29
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In joyful wonder

e = 126 (q. = 42)
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The Nativity of the Lord (Christmas) Mass during the Night

December 25, 2025

Psalm 96: 1-2, 2-3, 11-12, 13
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2. Light dawns
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you just, and give

justice, and all peoples

thanks to his

see

ho

his

ly-

glory.

name.
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The Nativity of the Lord (Christmas) Mass at Dawn

December 25, 2026

Psalm 97:1, 6, 11-12

?#
#

- -

&

#
#

&

#
#

?#
#

&

#
#

&

#
#

#

?#
#

- - -

œœ

œ ™
œ

œ

j

œ œ

œ œ œ œ ˙ ™
œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ
œ ™
œ œ

j
œ

œ œ œ
œ
œ ˙ ™

˙ ™

œœ
œ ™
œ

œ

j

œ œ
œ œ œ œ œ
œ œ œ œ ˙

œ

œ

œ

œ œ ™

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ

J

œ œ

œ
˙ ™
˙ ™

w
œ

œ
w

w
œ œ œ w

w
w

œ

˙
œ

w
w w

w
œ

˙
œ œ

w
w
w

w

w
˙

˙
w

w

w
w

w

˙

˙

˙

w
w

w

w œ œ w

w
œ

œ ˙ ™

w
w
w œ

˙
˙

œ
w
w w

w
œ
˙ œ ˙ ™

œ
œ œ

œ

w

w

w

˙
˙

˙

w

w

w
w

w

˙
˙
˙

˙ ˙ ™

Œ œ œ œ


